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April 9, 1975 




To : 


The Secretary 


From: EA - Philip C. Habib 


Options for Eme 


for Vic -Nam 



nomic Aid 



In response to your request for economic-humani- 
tarian aid requests to be made in the President s speech 
there are three options to consider: 

1) Ambassador Martin recommends $493 million, 
including $140 million for refugees and $353 million 
investment and development assistance. The latter 
figure would be hard to justify in view of South 
Viet-Nam's prospects and in the context of emergency 
assistance. Such aid would be better sought as pait 
of the 1976 budget. We believe the figure for 
refugees is too low. 


2) AID recommends $160 million as the maximum 
which can be justified for refugee and humanitarian 
aid over the next six months (until FY 1976 funds 
come into play) . I think their figure is good, but 
it leaves insufficient funds for resettlement and 
contingencies. 


3) We think a $300 million figure could be 
justified, beginning with AID'S $160 million and 
adding an additional $140 million as contingency funds 
to be used in responding to special appeals by UN 
specialized agencies, for preliminary resettlement 
investment for refugees, and for unknown contingencies. 
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